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                INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the Right and Responsibilities document adopted by the Department of Basic Education and the National Alliance of Independent Schools Associations (NAISA) in 2010 is to clarify the distinct nature of independent schools within the South African education system and assist Provincial Education Departments (PEDs) in general and district officials to deal appropriately with them. 

This document covers the key defining characteristics of independent schools. These are aspects of independent schools that make them different from public schools; both in the way they are legally sanctioned and the way they operate. These characteristics include the following: 

1. They follow their own distinctive missions (including ethos, religion, faith or philosophy and values). 
2. They determine their own learner admission policies in line with the law. 
3. They choose their own curricula and exit examinations that meet the prescribed outcomes of the National Curriculum Statement. 
4. They may determine their own promotion and retention policies in line with applicable policies. 
5. They determine how they are governed, financed, and staffed, within the boundaries of the law, and in line with good governance practice.

Independent schools must operate within the confines of the Constitution and all relevant National and Provincial legislation. However, critical to their independence is the freedom of a school to use its professional judgement to make decisions. These key characteristics ensure that schools have the freedom they require to be able to determine and deliver programmes of academic excellence to learners and adhere to their ethos

[bookmark: _Hlk98933604]In line with the right to follow our own distinctive faith; Heidelberg Christian School hereby declares its Statement of Faith for the purpose of assisting learners and parents who wish to enrol with Heidelberg Christian School for their schooling journey towards realising their full potential in this world. 
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STATEMENT OF FAITH
Heidelberg Christian School exists for the Christian discipleship and education of children through a Bible based curriculum. To excel in this endeavour, Christian unity within the school is a requirement. Therefore, families applying for admission must be likeminded regarding the practice and acceptance of the Heidelberg Christian School Statement of Faith outlined herein under. Please read the Statement of Faith closely to determine if it is in accordance with your family’s personal beliefs and values.

1. We believe the Bible to be the inspired, infallible, authoritative, and inerrant Word of God (2 Timothy 3:16: 2 Peter 1:21).
2. We believe there is one God, eternally existent in three persons—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Genesis 1:1; Matthew 28:19; John 10:30).
3. We believe in the deity of Christ (John 10:33); His virgin birth (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:23; Luke 1:35); His sinless life (Hebrews 4:15; 7:26), His miracles (John 2:11); His vicarious and atoning death (1 Corinthians 15:3; Ephesians 1:7; Hebrews 2:9); His Resurrection (John 11:25; 1 Corinthians 15:4); His Ascension to the right hand of God (Mark 16:19); His personal return in power and glory (Acts 1:11; Revelation 19:11).
4. We believe in the absolute necessity of regeneration by the Holy Spirit for salvation, because of the exceeding sinfulness of human nature; that men are justified by grace because of the shed blood of Christ; and that only by God’s grace and through faith are we saved (John 3:16–19, 5:24, 25; Romans 3:23, 5:1, 8–9; Ephesians 1:3-5; 2:1, 8–10; Titus 3:5).
5. We believe in the resurrection of both the saved and the lost; those who are saved receive eternal life and those who are lost receive eternal condemnation (John 5:28–29).
6. We believe in the spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ (Romans 8:9; 1 Corinthians 2:12–13; Galatians 3:26–28).
7. We believe in the present ministry of the Holy Spirit by who’s indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a godly life (Romans 8:13–14; 1 Corinthians 3:16, 6:19–20; Ephesians 4:30, 5:18)
8. We believe that God wonderfully and immutably creates each person as either biological male or biological female, and that these two distinct, complementary sexes together reflect the image and nature of God. (Gen. 1:26-27)
9. We believe that God created marriage to be exclusively the union of one man and one woman, and that intimate sexual activity is to occur exclusively within that union (Gen. 2:18-25; I Cor. 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb. 13:4)
10. We believe that any form of sexual immorality (including, but not limited to, adultery, fornication, homosexual behaviour, bisexual conduct, transgenderism, bestiality, incest, or use of pornography) is sinful and offensive to God. (Matt. 15:18-20; I Cor. 6:9-10). 
11. While we acknowledge and respect that the Constitution and laws of our country do allow some of the lifestyles and practices that the Bible (Word of God) has prohibited, our school’s default position will always be to uphold the values and godly character traits as inspired by the Bible, the word of God.  

NOTE: This statement of faith does not exhaust the extent of our beliefs. The Bible itself, as the inspired and infallible Word of God that speaks with final authority concerning truth, morality, and the proper conduct of mankind, is the final source of all that we believe. For purposes of Heidelberg Christian School’s faith, doctrine, practice, policy, and discipline, our Board of Directors is the final interpretive authority on the Bible’s application. 
[image: C:\Users\LBS\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.Outlook\BPA4BMMZ\HCS Badge Jpeg (2).jpg]




LEARNER:  

I ___________________________ (FULL NAME AND SURNAME OF LEARNER) hereby acknowledge that I have read and understood the school’s statement of faith and accept to respect and abide by it. 

Sign: _______________________       DATE: _____________________


PARENT/ GUARDIAN

I __________________________ (FULL NAME AND SURNAME OF PARENT/GUARDIAN) hereby acknowledge that I have read and understood the school’s statement of faith and accept to respect and abide by it and undertake that my child will also abide by it.
 
Sign: _______________________       DATE: _____________________

WITNESSES 

1. Witness: Name and Surname: ___________________________________________


Sign: _________________________________________       DATE: _____________________



2. Witness: Name and Surname: ___________________________________________


Sign: _________________________________________       DATE: _____________________
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